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Understanding human mind through creating robot "mind"
Minoru Asada (GSE, Osaka U.)

• Can we create robot "minds" like human minds? Many people suppose that it seems 
impossible though robots that superficially respond to humans' approaches can be realized. 
Then, how were human minds born? Among various attempts to answer to this question, we 
are challenging to design robot "minds" in order to reveal the underlying mechanism of the 
development of human minds, and started our project "Synergistic Intelligence (see top-right)." 
Especially, we focus on the interaction between a baby and its mother as the first step of the 
emergence of communication. In this talk, we show simple robot experiments how a robot 
acquires its sympathy with a caregiver (see top-left), and how a robot acquires vowels by 
maternal imitation (see top-center) that stimulate the arguments on the main issue how to 
understanding human minds through creating robot "minds" from various viewpoints.












